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Geneva, Paris, 9 September 2005

Eutelsat and the European Broadcasting Union today announced the signature of a contract
for two extra transponders on Eutelsat's ATLANTIC BIRD™ 3 satellite to cover the 2006
Winter Olympics in Turin.

The agreement concerns two 36 MHz Ku-band transponders which the EBU will lease from
31 January to 27 February 2006, increasing by over 20 percent the capacity it already leases
from Eutelsat.

At Turin, as at each Olympic Games, the EBU is organising on behalf of its member
broadcasters in particular the purchase and management of broadcasting rights, distribution
of live coverage of all events on five video streams (24 Mbit/s) – multilateral channels,
production highlights, provision of private connections and associated technical services.

The additional capacity leased by the EBU on ATLANTIC BIRD™ 3 will enable on-site teams
of reporters to link up with their television channels. It will also enable the EBU to
simultaneously broadcast 500 hours of sporting events directly to its 72 members from 52
countries in Europe, North Africa and the Middle East.

Within the framework of these operations, the EBU will build an infrastructure dedicated to the
Games which uses a new teleport at the Olympic site. This will provide 18 permanent satellite
broadcasting channels, of which 14 will be via Eutelsat.

The new teleport service will come on stream on 31 January 2006, starting with technical
testing of each control centre and recording of the participants' preparations in the various
sports. The broadcast of the opening ceremony on the evening of 10 February will signal the
full utilisation of the satellite capacity leased by the EBU until the end of the Games on 27
February 2006.

As Stefan Kürten, Director of the EBU's Eurovision Operations Department in Geneva
emphasises: "The distribution of the images of the Turin Games will set a new record for the
Winter Olympics, as a total of five multilateral channels will be in use. The EBU will make a
total of 25 channels of simultaneous video broadcasting available from Turin, the majority of
them with Eutelsat and on the Eurovision's FiNE fibre network."

Olivier Milliès-Lacroix, Commercial Director of Eutelsat, declared: "Turin 2006 marks the10th
major Olympic venture in which we are proud to cooperate with the EBU. Indeed, starting with
Seoul in 1988 we have built up a strong relationship of trust and confidence with the

 



European Broadcasting Union, the world’s largest broadcasting association in terms of
membership, which enables us to meet the technological challenges posed by the coverage
of this exceptional event. This year, our collaboration is all the more meaningful because, as
an official sponsor of the 2006 Turin Games, Eutelsat will also broadcast a package of
television channels to enable the Olympic community to follow directly all events and to
enable them to watch programmes of the Games by major television channels from around
the world".

* * * * *

About the EBU

The European Broadcasting Union (EBU) is the largest professional association of national broadcasters in the world.
The Union has 72 active Members in 52 countries in Europe, North Africa and the Middle East and 49 associate
Members in 28 countries further afield.

Among its activities on behalf of its Members, the EBU negotiates broadcasting rights for major sports events,
operates the Eurovision and Euroradio networks, organizes programme exchanges, stimulates and coordinates co-
productions and provides a full range of other operational, commercial, technical, legal and strategic services. The
Eurovision permanent network of more than 50 digital channels provides a service of constant exchanges, including
most of the news and sports programmes broadcast on European television.
www.ebu.ch and www.eurovision.net

About Eutelsat

With capacity commercialised on 23 satellites in orbit providing coverage of the entire European continent as well as
the Middle East, Africa and India and significant parts of Asia and the Americas, Eutelsat S.A. is one of the world's
three leading satellite operators in terms of revenues. Eutelsat's fleet of satellites broadcasts to more than 1,500
television channels and 800 radio stations, reaching an audience of more than 120 million households. It also
provides a wide range of fixed and mobile telecommunications and data broadcasting solutions for professional video
networks and corporate networks as well as a portfolio of broadband solutions for Internet service providers, local
collectives and long-distance road, maritime and air transport. Skylogic Italia, a Eutelsat broadband subsidiary
operating via Eutelsat teleports in France and Italy, provides commercial services in Europe, Africa, Asia and the
Americas. Eutelsat, based in Paris, has a staff of 450 highly qualified men and women from 25 countries.

www.eutelsat.com
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