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ARIANESPACE TO LAUNCH W2M FOR EUTELSAT 

 

Paris, 18 May 2006 

Eutelsat Communications (Euronext Paris: ETL) and Arianespace today announced the 

signature of a contract for the launch of the W2M satellite. The satellite will be launched by 

an Ariane 5 in the second quarter of 2008 from the Guiana Space Center, Europe’s 

Spaceport in Kourou, French Guiana.  

The new contract consolidates a collaboration between the two companies which has lasted 

more than 22 years: the European launcher has orbited more than half of Eutelsat’s fleet. 

The contract is the 274th won by Arianespace since being founded in March 1980. 

W2M will be built by a new industrial consortium grouping EADS Astrium and ISRO (Indian 

Space Research Organization). It will operate typically 26 transponders in Ku-band and up to 

32 depending on operational modes for a designed operational lifetime of 15 years. 

Eutelsat’s new satellite is designed to provide additional security for customers and can be 

deployed at a number of orbital positions used by the W satellites, in particular the 10 

degrees East position.  

Like all Eutelsat satellites in the W series, W2M displays great flexibility to operate a wide 

range of services from television broadcasting to data networks and broadband. In addition 

to a fixed beam coverage taking in Europe, North Africa and the Middle East, it will carry one 

steerable beam which can be re-oriented in orbit according to market requirements and 

notably towards Africa and central Asia, consolidating Eutelsat’s high levels of commercial 

flexibility.  

Commenting on this new contract, Arianespace CEO Jean-Yves Le Gall said: “I would 

especially like to thank Eutelsat for their renewed confidence in us, with the W2M launch 

contract. Arianespace is particularly proud of this close-knit partnership that we have had for 

more than 20 years. This contract with one of the world’s benchmark satellite operators is 

further recognition of the top quality of the Ariane launch system.”  

"Following the successful launch in March by an Ariane 5 ECA of our HOT BIRD™ 7A 

broadcast satellite, we are extremely pleased to entrust the launch of W2M to Arianespace”, 

said Giuliano Berretta, Eutelsat CEO “Arianespace continues to provide Eutelsat with quality 



service and full reliability. It is on the basis of these criteria that it is our choice for launching 

the W2M satellite which will bring further versatility to our in-orbit resource.” 

 
About Arianespace 
 
Arianespace is the world’s leading launch services company, delivering innovative launch solutions to 
customers from around the world for over 25 years. Today, Arianespace has 23 shareholders from ten 
European countries, including French space agency CNES with 34%, EADS with 28% and the 
balance held by all companies participating in Ariane launcher production. Since its creation, 
Arianespace has signed over 270 launch contracts and launched more than 230 satellites. More than 
two-thirds of all commercial satellites now in service were launched by Arianespace.  
Arianespace operates worldwide, through its headquarters in Evry-Courcouronnes, near Paris, the 
North American subsidiary Arianespace Inc., in Washington, D.C., and offices in Tokyo and Singapore 
to cover the Asia-Pacific zone. 
www.arianespace.com 
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About Eutelsat Communications 

Eutelsat Communications (Euronext Paris: ETL, ISIN code: FR0010221234) is the holding company of 
Eutelsat S.A. The Group is a leading satellite operator with capacity commercialised on 23 satellites 
providing coverage over the entire European continent, as well as the Middle East, Africa, India and 
significant parts of Asia and the Americas. The Group is one of the world's three leading satellite 
operators in terms of revenues. Its satellites are used for broadcasting nearly 1,800 TV and 900 radio 
stations to more than 120 million cable and satellite homes. The Group also provides TV contribution 
services, corporate networks, mobile positioning and communications, Internet backbone connectivity 
and broadband access for terrestrial, maritime and inflight applications. Eutelsat Communications is 
headquartered in Paris, and the Group’s workforce comprises over 480 from 27 countries. 
www.eutelsat.com 
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