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EUTELSAT CONGRATULATES WINNERS OF IBC SPECIAL AWARD FOR  
WORLD-FIRST DEMO OF NEXT-GENERATION HDTV IN SUPER HI-VISION 

Demonstration delivered to NHK theatre in Amsterdam using satellite capacity 
provided by Eutelsat 

Paris, Amsterdam 16 September 2008 

The NHK, BBC, RAI and EBU were distinguished with a Special Award at this year’s IBC 

(International Broadcasting Convention) for live demonstrations of next-generation HDTV 

in Super Hi-Vision. Super Hi-Vision has opened a window into the next stage of HDTV, 

with an image resolution of 7680 pixels on 4320 lines and an immersive 22.2 channel 

surround sound system. 

The impressive series of demonstrations of Super Hi-Vision was conducted throughout 

the IBC show in Amsterdam using capacity provided by Eutelsat on the ATLANTIC 

BIRD™ 3 satellite.  

This world-first live international satellite link enabled live and pre-recorded content 

generated by a Super Hi-Vision server operated by RAI in Turin to be played into each 

demonstration at IBC from September 12 to 16. Using 16 encoders in parallel, a native 

digital signal of 24Gbps was compressed in MPEG-4/H.264 to around 140 Mpbs, and 

delivered over two full DVB-S2 transponders on ATLANTIC BIRD™ 3. The 

demonstration confirmed that satellite is a mature and ready technology for a 

challenging new–generation transmission. 

With 60 progressive frames a second, the picture resolution of Super Hi-Vision is 16 

times current HD signals, which already represent a significant step forward in audio and 

video experience for television viewers. The audio of Super Hi-Vision is 22.2 channels: 

nine channels at ceiling height, ten at the centre height of the screen, three front 

channels and low frequency effect channels at the front. The theatre set-up by NHK at 

IBC contained a 6.95 metre diagonal projection screen and full audio system. 



Current research into Super Hi-Vision is enabling its primary partners NHK, RAI, BBC 

and the EBU to assess this new technology as well as future applications, which in the 

first phase could include out-of-home viewing and theatre screenings, followed by 

consumer broadcasting.  

 
About Eutelsat Communications 
Eutelsat Communications (Euronext Paris: ETL, ISIN code: FR0010221234) is the holding 
company of Eutelsat S.A.. With capacity commercialised on 24 satellites that provide coverage 
over the entire European continent, as well as the Middle East, Africa, India and significant parts 
of Asia and the Americas, Eutelsat is one of the world's three leading satellite operators in terms 
of revenues. At 30 June 2008, Eutelsat’s satellites were broadcasting more than 3,120 television 
channels and 1,100 radio stations. More than 1,100 channels broadcast via its HOT BIRD™ 
video neighbourhood at 13 degrees East which serves over 120 million cable and satellite homes 
in Europe, the Middle East and North Africa. The Group’s satellites also serve a wide range of 
fixed and mobile telecommunications services, TV contribution markets, corporate networks, and 
broadband markets for Internet Service Providers and for transport, maritime and in-flight 
markets. Eutelsat's broadband subsidiary, Skylogic, markets and operates services through its 
teleport in Italy that serves enterprises, local communities, government agencies and aid 
organisations in Europe, Africa, Asia and the Americas. Headquartered in Paris, Eutelsat and its 
subsidiaries employ 538 commercial, technical and operational experts from 27 countries. 
www.eutelsat.com 
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