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NORTIS CIMECOM DEPLOYS EUTELSAT D-STAR SATELLITE BROADBAND SERVICE FOR 

470 SCHOOLS ACROSS MOROCCO

Paris, 16 September 2009

As part of a nationwide programme to modernise ICT capabilities in Moroccan schools,  Nortis 

Cimecom, a leading VSAT operator and a longstanding partner of Eutelsat, has been selected by 

the Ministry for Education and the national telecommunications regulatory authority to deliver a 

satellite-based broadband service to schools beyond range of terrestrial networks.

This  deployment  programme forms part  of  a  far-reaching national  programme called  ‘Génie’ 

driven by the Moroccan Ministry of Education to extend ICT infrastructure to schools for on-going 

teacher training programmes and Internet access to educational content for pupils of all ages.

Using Eutelsat’s satellite-based broadband solution as a perfect complement to ADSL and 3G 

networks  serving  urban  environments,  Nortis  Cimecom has  been  selected  to  equip  25% of 

schools in the first phase of the national programme. The company is consequently now deploying 

D-STAR in 470 schools in towns and villages across Morocco. The second phase of the ‘Génie’ 

programme is currently being assessed by the national telecommunications regulatory authority 

with the ultimate objective to deliver broadband to a total of 21,000 schools.

D-STAR  is  a  professional  satellite  broadband  service  operating  totally  independently  from 

terrestrial infrastructure. The D-STAR equipment consists of a 96cm dish and a DVD-sized D-

STAR terminal  which  will  connect  up  to  10  PCs  per  school.  Using  the  steerable  beam on 

Eutelsat’s W6 satellite, which provides high-power coverage of North-West Africa, each dish will 

communicate  directly  with  Skylogic’s  hub  in  Turin  (Italy)  which  is  connected  to  the  Internet 

backbone.

Commenting on the programme, Anas Zemmouri, General Director of Nortis Cimecom said: “This 

schools network further broadens the scope of the D-STAR service, which has principally built its  

reputation on enterprise solutions for businesses located beyond urban environments served by 

terrestrial  networks.  With  the  need  to  connect  schools  within  the  framework  of  the  ‘Génie’  

programme, and on a broader scale, local communities for universal broadband programmes, the  

value of satellites is increasing for accompanying the social and economic development of the 

rural population of Morocco’s 35 million inhabitants.”



Arduino Patacchini, Eutelsat’s Multimedia Director, added. “This contract with Nortis Cimecom is 

further evidence of the importance of satellites for completing national broadband programmes.  

The satellite component of the Moroccan government’s objective to engrain ICT in the education  

system will  ensure  that  all  schools  will  benefit  from fast  access  to  digital  services.  We are 

delighted that our D-STAR service has met the long-term requirements of the ‘Génie’ programme  

and the high expectations of Nortis Cimecom, a reference for wireless communications networks  

in Morocco”.
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