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EUTELSAT JOINS SPACE DATA ASSOCIATION: AS EXECUTIVE MEMBER  

 
Paris, Isle of Man, 29 June  

The Space Data Association (SDA), established by commercial satellite operators to 

improve the safety and efficiency of space operations, today announced that Eutelsat 

Communications (Euronext Paris: ETL) will join its board as an Executive Member. 

 

The SDA is a non-profit association that brings together satellite operators who value 

controlled, reliable and efficient data-sharing critical to the safety and integrity of the 

space environment and radio frequency spectrum.  

 

As an Executive Member, Eutelsat will join the existing Executive Members, Inmarsat, 

Intelsat and SES that sit on the board of the non-profit entity managing its activities in 

support of the space industry. As one of the world’s largest satellite operators, Eutelsat’s 

participation has been eagerly anticipated by existing SDA members. 

 

SDA Chairman, Stewart Sanders, said: "We have been in regular contact with Eutelsat 

throughout the formation and development of the SDA and they have provided valuable 

input. With their welcome participation as an Executive Member, we will be able to fully 

leverage their experience and status within the industry. I and the other SDA directors 

are looking forward to working with them as the SDA develops its capabilities and 

membership.” 

 

Eutelsat CTO, David Bair, added: “In order to deliver the best service to our overall 

community of users, it is clearly in the interests of satellite operators to pool our 

resources and further improve space situational awareness. We are delighted to join the 

SDA in this spirit, to bring our experience to the table and to collaborate on improving the 

safety and efficiency of satellite operations.” 

 

In addition to Eutelsat, Inmarsat, Intelsat and SES, the SDA’s membership now includes 

Avanti, Echostar, GeoEye, Paradigm, SS/L and StarOne. The SDA continues to work 



 

with the other satellite operators participating in its operations in order to confirm their 

formal membership. 

 

The association operates the Space Data Center (SDC), the satellite community’s first 

global operator-led network for sharing high-accuracy operational data to improve overall 

space situational awareness and satellite operations. The SDC provides Conjunction 

Assessment (CA) processing for more than 60% of all operational satellites in 

geosynchronous Earth orbit (GEO), nearly 200 geosynchronous satellites in total plus 

more than 100 LEO satellites. The system was provided and is operated by the SDA’s 

main technical adviser and systems developer, Analytical Graphics, Inc. (AGI). In 

addition to the CA processing, the SDC supports data sharing in support of other 

satellite operations activities including RF Interference (RFI) mitigation. 

 
About SDA 
The Space Data Association Limited (SDA) is a non-profit international association of satellite operators that 
supports the controlled, reliable and efficient sharing of data critical to the safety and integrity of the space 
environment and the RF spectrum. It maintains the Space Data Center, a database of high-accuracy orbital 
information, which is operated by Analytical Graphics, Inc. (AGI) of Exton, PA. Established in the Isle of Man 
by Inmarsat, Intelsat and SES, the SDA is open to all satellite operators and other participants.  
Membership information can be found at www.space-data.org. 
 
Space Data Association Limited (also trading as "the Space Data Association" or "the SDA") 
Registered Office: Third Floor, 4 Athol Street, Douglas, IM1 1LD, Isle of Man, British Isles 
Place of Incorporation: Isle of Man 
Company Registration No: 123616C 
Directors: T Nassif; R Pinto; S Sanders 
 
About Eutelsat Communications 
Eutelsat Communications (Euronext Paris: ETL, ISIN code: FR0010221234) is the holding company of 
Eutelsat S.A. With capacity commercialised on 27 satellites that provide coverage over the entire European 
continent, as well as the Middle East, Africa, India and significant parts of Asia and the Americas, Eutelsat is 
one of the world's three leading satellite operators in terms of revenues. At March 31, 2011, Eutelsat’s 
satellites were broadcasting more than 3,800 television channels to over 200 million cable and satellite 
homes in Europe, the Middle East and Africa. The Group’s satellites also serve a wide range of fixed and 
mobile telecommunications services, TV contribution markets, corporate networks, and broadband markets 
for Internet Service Providers and for transport, maritime and in-flight markets. Eutelsat's broadband 
subsidiary, Skylogic, markets and operates access to high speed Internet services through teleports in 
France and Italy that serve enterprises, local communities, government agencies and aid organisations in 
Europe, Africa, Asia and the Americas. Headquartered in Paris, Eutelsat and its subsidiaries employ 700 
commercial, technical and operational employees from 28 countries. 

www.eutelsat.com; 
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